TOKOROZAWA

Dear listeners,

It is a great pleasure to present to you this program that, I hope,

you’ll enjoy as much as I do.

I wanted to focus on two different periods of the organ repertoire:
Johann-Sebastian Bach, first, with one of his well-known Toccata
“Dorian”. We know that he played that piece in Kassel (North-
Germany), in front of Frederic II. The prince was so impressed that
he gave to Bach his own ring with precious stones, and even made

him use his sedan chair for a tour in town!

Around Bach, you'll hear four composers from the XIX°
Century: the German Richard Wagner, the cosmopolitan Franz
Liszt, and two French composers who were influenced by both of
them, Camille Saint-Saéns and Charles-Marie Widor. Saint-Saéns
even made the organ transcription of the “Legende”.Widor was
organist in Saint-Sulpice for 64 years! He composed ten
symphonies for organ, and the 5t is the most famous, especially

with 1ts final “Toccata”.

To conclude this recital, I will receive one or several themes on
which I will improvise. Improvisation is very popular for French
organists: it 1s currently used at Notre-Dame de Paris, for all the
interventions of the organ. This “spontaneous composition”

will born and die at the same time, and will afterwards stay only

in the memory of the listeners...
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